




INVEST.

join God’s work
Throughout the years, God has 
abundantly blessed each investment 
to grow facilities and programs. In the 
next two years, Deer Run Camps will  
be operating at maximum capacity with 
the existing facilities and property.

The opportunity to impact children and 
families is growing rapidly! Facilities 
must be expanded in a significant way  
to meet that growing need and 
accomplish the mission of Deer Run: 
“To transform lives through a passionate 
relationship with Jesus Christ while 
connecting with others in a camp or 
retreat setting.” There is a unique 
encounter with God that comes only 
through being in nature and removing 
the distractions of daily life. 

joyful giving
100% of your tax-deductible donation 
goes toward new facilities and programs 
to provide a Christ-centered camp for 
more children, to strengthen and enrich 
families and to make a difference in 
the future generation of this nation. No 
donation dollars are used for overhead, 
staff salaries or operating expenses.

INVEST.

DEER RUN HAS GIVEN OUR FAMILY more opportunities than 
we can measure: to grow closer to one another; to build 
Christian friendships and relationships; to create individual and 
family memories that will last a lifetime; to see God at work in 
incredible ways; for Christian men and women to teach God’s 
Word and share God’s love with us, especially our children; 
to step out in faith through giving; to serve; to see God doing 
amazing things; to have fun; to enjoy new experiences; and 
to trust Him in ways we never considered possible before, 
truly knowing His presence. God has given our family these 
opportunities to grow closer to Christ through our involvement 
and participation with Deer Run, and it has changed and 
continues to change our lives.     –Harmon & Jennifer
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IMPACT.

making a difference
In 2007, ten years after being 
founded, and after numerous hurdles 
and financial struggles, Deer Run had 
adequate staff and facilities to start 
summer camp. Forty-eight campers 
came that first year. 

Each year, the impact has grown 
as the number of campers, retreat 
guests and families has increased. 
Now nine years later in 2016, the 
impact of ministry has grown to over 
2,700 campers and more than 16,000 
retreat guests annually. Many campers 
accept Jesus Christ as their Savior 
while at camp or their understanding 
of His Word and relationship with Him 
deepens so they are passionate about 
making a difference in their schools, 
churches, community or other nations. 
Some experience a calling to serve in 
full-time ministry. Through family events, 
marriages are restored or redeemed, 
and parent-child relationships are 
strengthened.

Over the next five years, the vision 
of Deer Run is to grow the impact 
exponentially to inspire revival in the 
young people of America, to equip 
students to be leaders and to mentor 
and disciple children and families to 
impact those around them and the 
world for Christ and His Kingdom.

MY DAUGHTER just returned from an amazing week 
at camp. She was in tears as we left the facilities, 
and has not stopped talking about her week. (I think I 
even hear her trying to say a few things in her sleep!) 
She made the decision to get baptized in the lake at 
camp, and I can’t put into words the joy as a parent 
I feel knowing that not only was my daughter taken 
care of physically and emotionally, but her spiritual 
life was nurtured and fed.     –Corina
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ACTION PLAN

INSPIRE. INVEST. IMPACT.
The Refuge

To accommodate growth, 2.8 million 
dollars is needed by the fall of 2017 to 
build facilities and expand the ability 
to reach more children and families. 

1. THE REFUGE — 20,000 sq ft

• �AUDITORIUM: seats 350+  
with stage, A/V and stage lighting  
for worship and meetings

• �COMMERICAL KITCHEN & 
DINING AREA: currently over 
70,000 meals are prepared 
annually; seats 350+

• �HEALTH CENTER: well-equipped 
and private rooms for camp nurses 
to care for campers and summer 
staff who are sick or injured

• �TWO MEETING ROOMS:  
with A/V for small group activities

2. TWELVE CABINS
Providing accommodations for 
more retreat guests year round and 
144 additional campers during each 
week of camp

This can be accomplished through 
generous gifts of faithful supporters 
like yourself! Every gift, no matter the 
amount, is greatly appreciated.



#MyDeerRunStory
MY SON HUNTER AND DAUGHTER 
MELONIE both attended Deer Run. 
Hunter told me many stories of all the 
fun they had and said he could have 
stayed all summer. But what touched 
me the most was the stories they 
shared about the love of God they felt 
and how the Holy Spirit spoke to their 
hearts so gently during the services at 
night. I couldn’t help but cry tears of joy. 

When you look around in a world where 
everything is trying to pull your kids away 
from Christ it’s good to hear they are 
being encouraged to ‘Be Brave’ and keep 
following Christ. They are both facing 
normal teenage temptations and battles. 
I had been praying about sending them 
to a church camp but there was no way 
I could afford to send them. I then saw 
you offered scholarships and applied.  
I was literally crying when I received an 
email stating they had been granted 
scholarships. I would never have been 
able to send them without this. You have 
truly done a work in the Kingdom and 
this mother is truly grateful. 

The only thing I want for my kids is to 
know Christ’s love and to seek Him 
with their whole heart. I cannot thank 
you enough for the scholarship, for the 
fun week, for allowing my kids to grow 
closer to God, for the friendships, and 
for the lasting memories. I pray God 
blesses you back 100 times.     –Tricia

This past summer was one of the greatest 
experiences I’ve ever had, and I don’t say that 
lightly. God truly moved in the hearts of these 
kids and even staffers. Deer Run is really winning 
souls for the Kingdom.     –Joshua

THERE AREN’T ENOUGH WORDS to 
describe my experience at Deer Run 
but that Christ was evident, grace 
was taught, and lives were changed, 
including my own.     –Rachel

MY SON has Childhood Apraxia 
and has a profound speech 
disorder as a result. He uses 
signs to communicate. Words 
will never be able to explain how 
much you have touched Daniel’s 
life! He attended your camp 
for the first time last summer. 
He continues to rave about 
his counselor so much that he 
signed to me he wants to be  
a camp counselor when he 
grows up. Our family loves you 
and all your staff!     –Khara

I LOVE THIS CAMP! 
It is a fun, joy-filled 
Christian learning 
environment. The staff 
is wonderful and really 
want to pour into 
the kids’ lives. Take 
a child to Deer Run 
and they will come 
home stronger and 
happier with valuable 
interaction skills. 
–Kay
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David & Liz Gibson received a clear vision 
from God to purchase a specific piece of 
property in Williamson County, Tennessee 
for a camp. In a step of faith, they sold 
their home and bought the property.

RETREATS/EVENTS
• �facilitated first low ropes team-building 

group: Guatemala mission team
• first programmed men’s event
• 12 retreat groups

FACILITIES
• �improvements to entrance road and 

road frontage; built entrance and fences
• �cleared sites for ropes course pavilion 

and maintenance building
• �temporary toilet facilities

RECREATION
• construction of 3-acre lake
• volleyball court and horseshoe pits
• �cut several miles of hiking/mountain 

bike trails throughout the property
• �began building low ropes course

FACILITIES
• �7 platform tents and footbridge 

over creek to tent camp area

RECREATION
• first phase of low ropes complete

FACILITIES
• soil survey for septic; trees cleared 

from lake area, recreation field, 
building site and entrance road

• meeting with county environmental 
department about septic systems

• meeting with HB&TS Utility District 
to request public water line on 

Perkins Road

1996 2001

               THE VISION

$8,937 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

1999

In December 1997, 10 persons 
gathered in prayer to determine 
the ministry name and mission plus 
establish a plan for facilities and funding. 
The following month in January 1998, 
Deer Run Retreat Center was formed 
as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
with a volunteer board of directors.
  The first donation of $10,000 was 
given as seed money and volunteer 
teams began clearing the property.

RETREATS/EVENTS
• 18 retreat groups
• �first programmed marriage weekend

THE MISSION

$19,288 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

1997-
98

20022000

RETREATS
• �first weeklong overnight camp for a 

local church
• over 25 retreat groups

CAMPS/RETREATS
• �launched Deer Run Camps:  

1 week youth overnight camp 
and 2 weeks day camp

• 48 campers / 3 summer staff 
• 124 retreat groups

FACILITIES
• �ropes course pavilion (later enclosed 

and named The Upper Room)
• �underground electric lines to the 

camp area and pavilions
• �public water line on Perkins Road
• �water line to the shower house 

location

RECREATION
first phase of high ropes course

FACILITIES
• �relocated and upgraded platform 

tents; renamed Cedar Point 
Rustic Camp (7 tent-cabins  
with bunks accommodating  
76 campers)

• added pavilion to tent area
• �submitted revised site plan to 

the Williamson County Planning 
Commission 

RECREATION
• �aqua park/blob at Spring Valley 

Lake with roped swim area

FACILITIES
• �The Lodge opens Jan 1, 2006
• �completion of The Creekside 

RECREATION
• �wiffle ball field
• sand volleyball court

OTHER
• �6 lake baptisms from  

Angel Tree Mission Camp
• �Narrow Gate relocates  

to their own newly-acquired 
property

• �first full-time staff including 
director of camps & recreation; 
total 3 staff

FACILITIES
• �pavilion and sand beach 

added to Spring Valley Lake
• �upgraded ropes course 

pavilion by adding concrete 
floor and lighted stage

• 2 temporary shower houses
• �primitive cabin for Narrow 

Gate ministry use (later 
becomes paintball equipment 
building)

RECREATION
• completed high ropes course

FACILITIES
• �construction begins on The 

Creekside Meeting & Dining Facility
• �purchase The Lodge and begin 

renovations

OTHER
• �22 young men in the Narrow Gate 

ministry live on site and help with 
facility improvements

• �first lake baptism
• website launched

2003 2007

$29,850 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

$307,658 
OPERATIONAL BUDGET

RETREATS
• over 45 retreat groups 

RETREATS
• �first overnight retreat for 

a local church junior high 
youth group

• �hosted several local 
church groups with only 
campfires and cookouts 
available

2005

$47,052
OPERATIONAL BUDGET

RETREATS
• �hosted 3 weeklong 

overnight camp groups
• over 35 retreat groups

2004

RETREATS/EVENTS
• �6 programmed events 

for families and 
songwriters including 
launching the Father-Son 
Adventure Weekend

• �over 6,000 people on 
site (more than the past 
6 years combined) 

2006

$212,511 
OPERATIONAL BUDGET

$1,035 
OPERATIONAL BUDGET

RETREATS
• �hosted 5 local church groups 

for day retreats

$2,250 OPERATIONAL BUDGET
$40,850 

OPERATIONAL BUDGET



CAMPS
• �6 camp weeks
• Campers: 135 / Summer Staff: 12
• Professions of Faith: 19 / Baptisms: 17
• Scholarships: 42 campers; $8,618

CAMPS/RETREATS
• �Campers: 1693  

Summer Staff: 48 
• Professions of Faith: 49
• �Baptisms: 30 

Recommitments: 36
• �Scholarships: 196 campers; 

$75,500
• �Volunteers: 342;  

10,992 volunteer hours
• Retreat Groups: 302

CAMPS/RETREATS
• Campers: 1319 / Summer Staff: 36 
• Professions of Faith: 39
• Baptisms: 5 / Recommitments: 32
• Scholarships: 184 campers; $55,310
• Volunteers: 396; 10,553 volunteer hours
• Retreat Groups: 293

FACILITIES
• road connecting lodge and camp 
• onsite sewage treatment system
• site plan approved
• �walk-in cooler/freezer and 

expanded dining capacity

RECREATION
80 yard recreation field

FACILITIES
• paved all camp roads 
• �Creekside veranda covered  

for outside dining 
• �The Fortress: a multi-use 

open air gym and worship 
center plus camp staff 
offices

RECREATION
upgrades to lake: new aqua 
park and kayaks, floating docks

OTHER
• �first 2-week middle school 

camp
• �first Mother-Daughter 

Weekend
• �purchased 3 bedroom house 

and 5 acres for staff housing
• �all improvements paid for  

with cash from donations  
and reserve funds: $411,311

FACILITIES
• �renovated 3 cabins
• �enclosed pavilion for 

additional meeting 
space (The Summit)

• �opened 2nd camp 
store, The Outpost

RECREATION
• giant swing
• �Preds Zone 

Challenge Course
• �improvements to 

high ropes course 

OTHER
• �launched Leadership 

Training Program for 
college students

• �10th annual Father-
Son Adventure 
Weekend

FACILITIES
• �horse barn; horseback riding added  

to overnight camp
• �5 Cedar Point Cabins (80 campers)
• “The Rock” shower house
• covered archery & BB-gun range
• restrooms at Upper Room 
• recreation pavilion by low ropes

OTHER
• �I-840 opens in Nov making Deer Run  

more accessible to 3 major interstates
• �started camp preregistration and  

monthly payments (34% preregistered)

FACILITIES
• asphalt under worship tent

• flooring at Upper Room 
• enclosed older cabins; added A/C

RECREATION
Wet Willie water slide at lake

FACILITIES
2 Lakeview Cabins (24 campers)

RECREATION
• climbing tower
• wooded paintball course

FACILITIES
• craft shack
• �pavilion with restrooms 

on ridge near paintball

RECREATION
Noah’s Park playground

OTHER
• �purchased house and 

shop with 5 acres 
on Perkins Road for 
additional staff housing

• first Family Camp

FACILITIES
• �Creekside kitchen prep area addition
• �renovated 4 oldest cabins

RECREATION
Lake waterfront improvements: sun deck 
addition, pavilion concrete, sidewalks, beach 
renovations and zip line rebuilt

2008 20132012

$662,026 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

$1,452,233  
OPERATIONAL BUDGET

$1,105,767 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

CAMPS/RETREATS
• �Campers: 674 

 Summer Staff: 18 
• �Professions of Faith: 30  

Baptisms: 15
• �Scholarships: 112 

campers; $28,449
• �Volunteers: 215;  

6900 volunteer hours
• Retreat Groups: 252

CAMPS/RETREATS 
• �Campers: 2501  

Summer Staff: 76 
• Professions of Faith: 153
• �Baptisms: 81 

Recommitments: 129
• �Scholarships: 186 campers; 

$76,110
• Retreat groups: 356

2010 2015

$762,494 
OPERATIONAL BUDGET

CAMPS/RETREATS
• Campers: 383 / Summer Staff: 18 
• Professions of Faith: 12 / Baptisms: 7
• Scholarships: 65 campers; $14,317
• Retreat Groups: 243

CAMPS/RETREATS
• Campers: 2056 / Summer Staff: 64 
• Professions of Faith: 54
• Recommitments: 42 / Baptisms: 44
• Scholarships: 160 campers; $71,000
• Volunteers: 189; 7943 volunteer hours
• Retreat groups: 326

$786,680 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

2009 2014

CAMPS/RETREATS
• �Campers: 950  

Summer Staff: 21 
• �Professions of Faith: 32
• �Baptisms: 17 

Recommitments: 6
• �Scholarships: 148 

campers; $42,358
• �Volunteers: 329;  

8905 volunteer hours
• Retreat Groups: 276

CAMPS/RETREATS
Numbers through mid-July
• �Campers: 2705 / Summer Staff: 73 
• �Professions of Faith: 158
• �Baptisms: 110 / Recommitments: 53
• Retreat Groups: 314

2011 2016
2011: FIRST YEAR TO COVER 
ALL OPERATING EXPENSES 
WITH USER FEES

$923,059 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

$1,992,730 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

$1,685,098 OPERATIONAL BUDGET

$1,890,000  
OPERATIONAL BUDGET



DEEPER FAITH. GREATER ADVENTURES.
3845 Perkins Road • Thompson’s Station, TN 37179 • 615.794.2918

DeerRun.camp

“As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.” 
Psalm 42:1


